
 By Liam Migdail-Smith
Reading  Eag le

Route 222 and the West 
Shore Bypass may be the 
headliners on PennDOT’s to-
do list for Berks County, but 
those major overhauls will be 
sharing the stage with plenty 
of opening acts.

The proposed four-year 
budget for Berks includes 
bridge repairs, repaving jobs 
and road or intersection re-
designs across the county. If 
approved, the plan would take 
eff ect when the next federal 
fi scal year begins Oct. 1.

The proposal outlines 
$283.6 million in spending on 
local road and bridge projects 
and $59.3 million in funding 
for BARTA. But the budget 
doesn’t necessarily equate 
to PennDOT’s construction 
schedule.

Some projects, such as 
repairs to the Buttonwood 
Street Bridge and a rebuilding 
of Fleetwood’s major roads, 
have already started but need 
more funding. 

Many projects in the plan, 
such as replacing the intersec-
tion of routes 222 and 662 in 
Richmond Township with a 
roundabout, are scheduled to 
begin soon. And others, like 
a major overhaul of the West 
Shore Bypass, are years away 
but are getting funding for en-
gineering work.

The region’s transportation-
planning agency approved the 
draft plan last month. After a 
series of public meetings and 
a monthlong public comment 
period, the groups will vote 
July 21 whether to finalize 
the plan.

The proposal dictates how 
state and federal transpor-
tation dollars earmarked for 
Berks will be spent over the 
next four fi scal years. Trans-
portation budgets are rolling, 
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More online: 
View an interactive 
map of PennDOT 

projects with this story at 
readingeagle.com. 
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Here are 12 highlights from the dozens of Berks 
County projects PennDOT hopes to begin 
planning or constructing over the next 
four years. For the complete 
list of projects on PennDOT’s 
proposed 2017-2020 budget for 
the region, see the interactive map 
with this story on readingeagle.com    
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HIGHWAY OVERHAULS
Route 222: Series of projects widening 

the highway to four lanes between 
Ontelaunee Township and the Kutztown 
Bypass and adding roundabouts. (June 
2016, $55.8 million)

West Shore Bypass: Complete 
overhaul of Route 422 and interchanges 
from Route 12 to Interstate 176. 
(September 2022, $550 million)

Oley roundabouts: Installation of 
roundabouts at both splits of Routes 73 
and 662. (January 2018, $6.3 million)

Route 12: Safety improvements along 
Route 12 through Alsace and Ruscomb-
manor townships and redesign of Route 73 
intersection. (September 2022, $23.3 million)

Sinking Spring intersection: Redesign 
of five-way intersection of Mull Avenue 
and Routes 422 and 724. (Not yet 
available, $12 million)
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INTERSTATE 78
Eastern Berks: Redesign of 8-mile 

stretch from Lenhartsville to Lehigh 
County line. (July 2018, $147.6 million)

Hamburg interchange: Redesign of 
the interchange with Route 61 and 
replacement of nearby bridge. 
(September 2019, $113.4 million)
REPAVING

Route 61: In Perry Township and Shoe- 
makersville. (September 2017, $11.6 million)

Routes 29 and 100: In Washington 
and Hereford townships. (August 2017, 
$9.1 million)

BRIDGE REPAIR
Penn Street Bridge: Over the 

Schuylkill River in Reading and West 
Reading. (December 2018, $22.3 million)

Gibraltar Road Bridge: Over the 
Schuylkill River in Exeter and Robeson 
townships. (February 2017, $12 million)

Wall Street Bridge: Over the 
Schuylkill River in Leesport. (July 2017, 
$6.4 million)
*Includes total outstanding cost for project, not just 
portion in 2017-2020 budget.
SOURCE: READING AREA TRANSPORTATION STUDY
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The projects, estimated start of 
construction, and total outstanding cost:
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4-year budget for Berks includes repairs
to bridges, repaving, intersection redesigns

PennDOT projects poised to move into high gear

[ See $283.6 million >>> B2 ]

By Jillian Clemente
Reading  Eag le

The fi rst search Dave Dan-
negger ever did on Google 
was “P-51 Mustang,” and the 
fi rst hit from that search was 
the site for the Mid-Atlantic 
Air Museum’s World War II 
Weekend.

It was 18 years ago and Dan-
negger decided to make the 
drive to see his favorite plane 
for the fi rst time.

“It’s the Cadillac of the 
skies in World War II, the 
best fi ghter plane ever built,” 
Dannegger, 48, said. “To see 
one, I was in awe.”

On Saturday, he wandered 
among the tents and discov-
ered the Capital Wing of the 
World War II Airmen’s Pres-
ervation Society, the group he 
now represents that travels to 
air shows.

This is the 26th year of 
the World War II Weekend, 
and that is about the same 
amount of time the society 
has existed.

“They welcomed me with 
open arms,” said Dannegger 
of Severn, Md. “It’s a bunch 
of people with a common 
interest who get together 
to honor and preserve the 
memory of the World War II 
air crews and educate people 
how they lived, what they did, 
the equipment they used. The 
whole goal is to honor, pre-
serve and remember what 
they did.”

The 10 tents of the preser-
vation society were fi lled with 
collected memorabilia from 
the era, from the footlockers 
stuff ed with baseball gloves, 
the New Testament, a deck of 
playing cards and scandalous 

pin-up girl photos, to three 
diff erent types of parachutes 
and a B4 garment bag with an 
airman’s leather jacket.

Society members wanted 
to make the show as authen-
tic as possible. They slept in 
mosquito net-covered cots in 
canvas tents, shaved with a 
mug and brush, and smoked 
unfi ltered cigarettes lit by a 
Ronson lighter.

In airmen’s clothing, each 
member has his own collec-
tion of memorabilia to con-
tribute, including gas masks 
and microphones used by 
pilots as well as a Planter’s 
can from the 1940s fi lled with 
nuts from 2016.

When the group was “at-

tacked” by the Germans 
d u r i n g  d e m o n st r a t i o n s 
throughout the day, the dia-
logue was unscripted and the 
interrogation tactics real.

Their briefi ngs of missions 
were real, too. The crews were 
given data from real missions 
from World War II. 

Re-enactor Charles Dixon, 
62, was the “weather offi  cer” 
for the day while giving the 
briefi ng.

“I got into doing living his-
tory to educate the young 
people who don’t have a clue,” 
said the storm chaser and 
hazardous-materials hauler 
from Warrenton, Va.

Fellow re-enactor Donnie 
Parlett, Jr., 53, agreed, and 

said, “There’s no museum, 
it’s just us.”

The society does fi ve or six 
shows a year and that’s really 
the only time the men get to 
hang out.

“My wife calls it my week 
with the boys. We learn to ir-
ritate each other, but that’s 
half the fun,” Parlett said with 
a chuckle.

Dixon said that he does 
a few solo events, but loves 
working with fellow re-en-
actors.

“We do this event to be in a 
group, and we’re all together,” 
he said. “We’re true friends, 
and that means a lot.”

True friends crafted perfect 
characters for Dannegger’s 

novel, “Gotcha.”
Dannegger became deeply 

aff ected by veterans’ stories 
from working the air shows 
and wanted to preserve the 
accounts.

“These shows are great be-
cause you meet the vets and … 
you become the custodian of 
their oral histories,” he said.

“Gotcha” is a historical fi c-
tion novel about Brian Paul, 
who attends World War II 
Weekend.

When fl ying his plane home, 
he hits a storm and gets trans-
ported back to 1944 in Steeple 
Morden, England, and is treat-
ed as a fi ghter pilot because of 
his re-enactment clothing.

“It was fun to write because 
it was fun to work … (veter-
ans’) stories into it,” he said.

He also worked in the sto-
ries of his buddies.

Parlett is Paul’s best friend 
in the book and calls him “Hot 
Dog,” as Parlett does to Dan-
negger as well, and Dixon plays 
a major in charge of Paul.

The book was published in 
2008.

“Now, I Google my name and 
it pops up all over the place.”

He still searches for planes 
on Google, too.
Contact Jillian Clemente: jclemente@
readingeagle.com or 610-371-5019

World War II re-enactors are on a mission to educate

Our opinion

SLAVERY A STAIN ON OUR 
21ST CENTURY WORLD B12

Hispanic center honors foundation
Holds annual gala at DoubleTree by Hilton hotel in Reading/B4

Eddie Rowell, 8, drinks water 
out of a canteen at the World 
War II Weekend .

A display at the Mid-Atlan-
tic Air Museum’s World War II 
Weekend would look familiar 
to veterans of the era.
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Dave Dannegger of Severn, Md., a member of the Capital Wing  of the World War II Airmen’s Pres-
ervation Society, in his re-enactment tent at the Mid-Atlantic Air Museum’s World War II Week-
end. The group travels to shows to educate the public about soldiers’ experiences during the war 
and keep their stories alive.


