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W
hen photographer 
Ben Hasty told me 
something remind-

ed him of me the other week, I 
wasn’t sure what to expect.

The last time Ben said that 
to me, I was introduced to a 
sassy series of online comics 
with a lead character that I 
may or may not resemble.

Ben said he started listening 
to the new Radiolab podcast 
series “More Perfect,” which 
looks at Supreme Court cas-
es and rulings, and thought I 
might enjoy it given my job.

Eh, I thought, sounds boring, 
but I told him I’d check it out. 

He was right. It’s good, and 
right up my alley.

I’ve enjoyed every one, but 
the most recent episode, “Ob-
ject Anyway,” is my favorite.

I don’t want to spoil it or 
take Radiolab’s thunder on 
this one, but it focuses on 
James Batson and the idea of 
race-based jury selection. 

Batson’s case created the 
Batson challenge, a measure 
attorneys can use to call out 
the other side if they believe 
a juror was excluded based on 
race, ethnicity or sex.

But, as the podcast points 
out, there are ways around 
it, so what was meant to be a 
solution may have made more 
problems. 

I don’t typically sit through 
the jury selection process 
for trials. However, whether 
consciously or not, I do take 
stock of the jurors once the 
trial begins. 

I count how many men vs. 
women, older vs. younger, 
white vs. minorities and so 
on. But more importantly, I 
fi nd myself trying to fi gure out 
which attorney wanted each 
specifi c juror in that box.

Because you see, even 
though everyone can say their 
ultimate goal is for a fair and 
impartial jury, all attorneys 
want jurors who they think 
will believe their side. 

It’s like a giant chess match, 
with each side trying to outwit 
the other as they pore over 
the list.

I remember one defense at-
torney telling me about his 
game plan for an upcoming 
jury selection and how there 
were certain demographics he 
wanted on the jury and certain 
ones he wanted out, based on 
who he believed might sympa-
thize with his client.

I didn’t really know what 
to think of it at the time and, 
after listening to the podcast, 
I still don’t. 

It sounds messed up, but 
then both sides do have the 
same ability to excuse jurors, 
so it’s an even playing fi eld. 

And despite generalizations, 
predicting how a jury will rule 
is a losing game.

So while it may not be the 
best way, I certainly can’t 
think of a better way. 

And apparently no one else 
has either.
Contact Stephanie Weaver: 610-371-
5042 or sweaver@readingeagle.com.

Our opinion

RESTORED DINOSAUR SAYS
SOMETHING ABOUT BERKS B8

Judging jurors 
part of process 

Stephanie Weaver

By Steven Henshaw
Reading  Eag le

Thieves removed two large 
sconces from the brick facade 
of Berks History Center’s 
88-year-old home in Centre 
Park, Executive Director Sime  
B. Bertolet said Thursday.

A staff  member posted a se-
curity camera video on You-
Tube. The video, titled “Our 
Neighbors Pay a Late Night 
Visit,” shows two males ap-
proaching the building Satur-
day about 2 a.m., one holding 
what appears to be a large pry 
bar he used to remove the 
sconces, original copper or 
bronze architectural features 
that graced either side of the 
front door.

“It’s a pathetic incident and 
pathetic souls who would do 
something like that,” Berto-
let said. “People think, ‘We’re 
Berks History Center, so we 
must be wealthy.’ But we’re 
a 501(c)(3) (nonprofit orga-
nization), and we struggle 
fi nancially every year.

“To do something like this 

is a blight on the community 
and blight to Centre Park. It’s 
a beautiful area of the city.”

City police said they are 
investigating.

Bertolet said the center, 

formerly known as the Berks 
County Historical Society, 
contacted its insurance car-
rier. He estimated the sconces 
are worth thousands.

“ We’ve got a $1,000 de-

ductible, so we’re still out a 
thousand,” he said. “We’ve 
contacted architectural salvage 
companies to say ‘Please keep 
your eye out if you see this 
coming through the door.’ ”

Plans are to replace the 
fi xture, but it’s unlikely exact 
replicas will be found, Berto-
let said.

The cornerstone for the 
center, a solid concrete struc-
ture including the ceiling, was 
set in 1928 and the center 
opened in 1929. It was the 
fourth home for the Histori-
cal Society, which was previ-
ously housed in a mansion at 
Fourth and Court streets. The 
mansion was razed as part of 
a renewal project.

It was the second high-
profi le incident this month of 
late-night mischief caught on 
camera at a prominent public 
building in the city.

On July 16, three vandals 
climbed atop and damaged a 
15-foot-tall, motion-activated 
dinosaur outside the Reading 
Public Museum.

Anyone with information 
about the theft of the sconces 
or can identify the suspects 
is asked to call police at 610-
655-6116, or Crime Alert 
Berks County’s anonymous 
tip line, 877-373-9913. 

Crime Alert will pay a cash 
reward for information that 
leads to an arrest. Tipsters 
may remain anonymous and 
still collect a reward.
Contact Steven Henshaw: 610-371-
5024 or shenshaw@readingeagle.com.

Two sconces taken 
from doorway at 
Berks History Center 

Director calls theft a ‘pathetic incident’ 

By Jillian Clemente
Reading  Eag le

One day, Sydney Halliwell 
wants to be the one snapping a 
fi lmmaking clapperboard and 
shouting, “Action!” But this 
summer, the Daniel Boone 

High School sophomore is en-
joying her time in front of the 
camera as an extra for a movie 
being filmed on the school 
campus near Birdsboro.

The movie, “How to Get 
Girls,” is a teen comedy in 
line with “Superbad” and 

“American Pie.” The fi lmmak-
ers are using Boone students 
as extras, and Halliwell is 
having a blast watching ev-
erything unfold.

“I want to go into fi lm my-
self,” she said. “An opportu-
nity like this is really rare in 
this town.”

On Wednesday, Halliwell 
saw movie magic threaded 
throughout Daniel Boone 
High School. The art room 

transformed into a makeup 
and clothing haven. The front 
parking lot became a fi lming 
location. And the movie was 
being shot by actual fi lmmak-
ers and with real actors, whom 
Halliwell had the pleasure of 
meeting.

“They’re laid back but very 
fast and effi  cient and fun, so 
it’s everything all in one,” she 
said. “They’re funny guys. 
They’re really cool.”

While they may be cool in 
real life, the characters they 
play in the movie are not. 

Co-writer and co-director 
Zach Fox, 22, and actor Martin 
Cervantez, 25, portray two ste-
reotypical nerdy friends who 
love comic books. Fox’s char-
acter is skinny and awkward, 
while Cervantez’ character 
wears tube socks with sandals 
and plays Game Boy Color. 

Dozens of students pitch in to help make
movie about 2 nerdy friends in high school 

About the movie 
Title: “How to Get Girls”
Plot synopsis: Two nerdy 
childhood friends recon-
nect in high school af-
ter a few years apart. One 
friend, who has become 
attractive and popular, 
helps his still-nerdy bud-
dy in a quest to get girls. 
Production company: Glass 
Entertainment Group, for-
merly Nancy Glass Produc-
tions.
Local tie: Some scenes 
are being fi lmed at Daniel 
Boone High School through 
Wednesday. 
Release date: Early to mid-
2017.
Actors you may know: 

David Koechner, who  ■

played Todd Packer in “The 
Offi  ce” and Champ Kind in 
“Anchorman.”

Chris Kattan and Cheri Ot- ■

eri of “Saturday Night Live.” 
Chris Elliott, who played  ■

Larry in “Groundhog Day” 
and Mickey Aldrin in “How I 
Met Your Mother.”
Sources: IMDb.com, fi lmmakers

Film crew descends on Boone

[ See Film >>> B3 ]

RAWA exploring new shut-off  policy
Ex-chairman criticizes board member assigned to develop plans/B2

COURTESY OF BERKS HISTORY CENTER

Thieves recently removed the original light fi xtures from the entrance of Berks History Center, 
940 Centre Ave. Executive Director Sime B. Bertolet estimates the two bronze or copper sconces 
are worth thousands.
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Filming of the movie “How To Get Girls” starts in front of Daniel Boone High School.


