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After moving to Reading 
from New York as a single 
mom with three children, 
Darlyn Nieves learned that 
her emergency medical tech-
nician license wasn’t valid to 
perform EMT duties in Penn-
sylvania.

She would need to go back 
to school and get certifi ed in 
her new state.

When she tried to do that, 
Nieves, 34, was unfortunately 
still listed as residing out of 
state, and she didn’t qualify 
for fi nancial assistance.

With bills  to pay and 
mouths to feed, she picked 
up a job with Goodwill Key-
stone Area about 11⁄2 years 
ago and has since been pro-
moted to a management po-
sition.

“I like my job right now,” 
Nieves said. “I work with a 
lot of diff erent people, but un-
fortunately, my heart is (in) 
being a nurse or even a doctor 
one day.”

To achieve her dream, she 
needs to further her educa-
tion, and Goodwill’s “Good 
Careers Start Here” program 
in Berks County helps people 
like Nieves do just that.

Offered to Goodwill em-
ployees, immediate family 
members or someone who 
has gone through a Goodwill 
assistance program, the Good 
Careers initiative helps par-
ticipants overcome barriers 
like transportation, child care 
and fi nances so they can pur-

sue education to further their 
careers.

The pilot program in Berks 
is the second one of its kind 
in Goodwill Keystone Area, 
which covers 22 counties in 
central and eastern Pennsyl-
vania.

The fi rst cohort was in Har-
risburg in 2014, and from 
that class, two participants 
recently graduated from a 
school, and 10 are in some 
type of certifi cation program, 
according to Jennifer Ross, 
spokeswoman for  Goodwill 
Keystone Area.

The four students in the 
B e r k s  C o u n t y  p r o g r a m 
graduated June 14, but they 
will continue to meet once a 
month while pursuing their 
goals. 

“This is essentially a path-
way out of poverty, and it’s to 

help people prepare for higher 
demand jobs,” Ross said. “Our 
goal is for them to pursue ca-
reers with long-term fi nancial 
security.”

The idea came about when 
Goodwill’s board of directors 
was challenged to look at mov-
ing people from entry-level 
jobs to a family-sustaining ca-
reer. They realized education 
was a major factor to making 
that transition but found that 
there’s more obstacles to re-
turning to school than just 
money. 

“Money for education alone 
doesn’t make people success-
ful,” said Marcella Jordan, 
career navigator and project 
manager. “You need … the 
financial support, and you 
need human beings that will 
walk with you through the 
process. No one can go back 

to school as an adult without 
help. There’s too much going 
on in our lives.”

Those human beings are the 
career navigators: Jordan, 62, 
of York and Jennifer Perez, 
35, of Mount Penn. They 
teach the eight-week course, 
which shows students how to 
assess themselves based on 
personality traits, likes, dis-
likes, strengths, weaknesses 
and diff erent skill sets.

“Some of it is self-awareness, 
and the other part is aware-
ness in terms of what is hap-
pening in the workforce in 
your local area,” Jordan said.

The Good Careers program 
aims to promote any career 
that continually challenges 
the student and provides 
room for advancement, and 
the opportunities don’t have 
to reside within Goodwill.

“I think it’s important for 
someone to like what they 
do but also have the ability to 
move up on the ladder even-
tually after they make their 
career choice (and) to have 
something that fi ts what their 
goals are,” Perez said.

Along with Nieves, others in 
the inaugural class were Cody 
DeJoseph, 24, of Fleetwood, 
who wants to be a mechanic; 
Dalton Futej, 20, of Exeter 
Township, who aspires to be a 
commercial truck driver; and 
Jade Holzmacher, 21, of West 
Lawn, who wants to train to 
be a dental hygienist.

One exercise in the class 
involved asking each par-
ticipant to identify people in 
their lives  who could mor-
ally support them in their 
eff orts. 

Nieves, looking within her 
own circles, started tearing 
up.

“I really don’t have family 
here, so people like them (the 
career navigators) I call an-
gels in my life because they’re 

great, and sometimes that’s 
all you need,” Nieves said. “I 
just meet little people along 
the way, and those are the 
best people God just put in 
my path.”

Nieves hopes to attend 
medical assistant training 
at Reading Area Community 
College.

“I really want to better my-
self,” she said. “I want to have 
stability. I want to do this for 
my children. Even though I’m 
a single mom and I’m strug-
gling and I have to work full 
time, I’m still going to school 
and I’m still going to finish 
and do what I say I was gonna 
do.”
Contact Jillian Clemente: 610-371-
5019 or jclemente@readingeagle.com.

Initiative helps 
overcome barriers to 
pursuing education

Goodwill program helps adults navigate new careers
About the program
What: Goodwill Keystone’s “Good Careers Start Here” initia-
tive assists participants in obtaining education and skills to 
move from entry-level positions to earning a family-sustain-
ing wage.
Geared toward: To qualify, a person must be one of the following:

Goodwill employee in good standing for at least 90 days. ■

An immediate family member of an employee in good stand- ■

ing. 
Someone who has benefi ted from a Goodwill assistance pro- ■

gram.
How it works: Career navigators teach an eight-week course 
that shows students how to create a blueprint for their future. 
They’re taught to assess their skill sets, personality, likes, dis-
likes, strengths and weaknesses. The students look at all as-
pects of their dream job, including the education required, 
room for advancement, hours and wages. 
How it’s funded: Students apply for grants and fi nancial aid, 
and Goodwill picks up the tab for tuition and books from there.
Source: Goodwill Keystone Area

SUBSCRIBERS:
Register for FREE at
readingeagle.com/rewards
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Jade Holzmacher, 21, of West Lawn participates in Good Careers Start Here, a Goodwill pilot pro-
gram.

Featured On The Travel Channel

Celebrating 91 Years

Broiled Assorted Seafood Platter 
or 9 oz. Lobster Tail both include salad & 2 sidesFRI/SAT SPECIAL

Blue Plate 
Lunch Specials

Mon, June 20 ... Sausage Sandwich served with French Fries
Tue, June 21 ..... Country Mess: Mashed Potatoes, 

Roast Chicken Corn, Gravy & Cheddar
Wed, June 22 ... Traditional Jambalaya
Thur, June 23 ... Chicken Croquettes with Mashers & Veggie
Fri, June 24 ...... Eggplant Parmesan with Pasta

$599
Only

Peanut Bar’s Famous
Pan Sautéed Soft Shell
Crabs with Almond
Brown Butter Sauce.

Always Featuring 

Many Gluten Free 

Menu Options
Sauteed Jumbo 

Soft Shell Crabs Are In!

Mondays & Thursdays

AYCE Wings

CHOSEN 1 OF USA TODAY’S
TOP 10 RESTAURANTS
IN THE NATION FOR OUR WINGS!

w/beverage purchase

Wednesday
SEAFOOD 

SPECTACULAR
AYCE 

Steamed Shrimp
with corn on the cob 

& French Fries

Your Party

Done Right!
PRIVATE 

ROOM FOR 

6 TO 80 
PEOPLE

• Rehearsal Dinners
• Post Funeral Gatherings
• Business & Personal Functions

GREAT FOOD & DRINK IN AN 
UNMATCHED ATMOSPHERE

Call Mike or Pam Today!

Super Summer Special

Tuesday Mussels
5 pm-9:30 pm

only 
$12.99

only 
$9.99

$10.99

$19.99

All You Can Eat 
Mussels over Pasta
• Hot Pot (Bold & Spicy)
• Garlic Butter 

Marinara
• Award Winning Buffalo Sauce
Served with Garlic Bread
Beverage purchase required


