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Marie Reed’s fi rst belt sand-
er race of the day ended in a 
mouthful of hay. It also ended 
in a tie, so she had to re-race.

She remounted the block of 
wood, itself mounted atop the 
belt sander, and gripped the 
power tool. After the wave of a 
checkered fl ag, she threw her 
legs up in the air and let the 
belt sander buzz and ride her 
along a plywood racetrack.

About halfway down, she 
tumbled, her sander flying 
after her competitor veered 
into her lane.

Reed stood up, defeated.
But the cheering crowd 

knew better. Many were 
shouting at her to get back on, 
that the race wasn’t over, that 
she had this win in the bag be-
cause the competitor crossed 
lanes. She just needed to sand 
down the rest of the track to 
win her “second” fi rst race.

Reed plopped back down 
on the belt sander.

She turned and the man 
holding the power cord to 
her sander nodded at her to 
go. She zoomed down the 
track and smoothly crossed 
the finish line, jumping up 
before hitting the hay bale 
this time.

Reed represented Bertolet 
Construction, Wernersville, 

one of 32 teams racing belt 
sanders Saturday at Bertie’s 
Inn, 160 Old Friedensburg 
Road, Exeter Township, to 
raise money for the National 
Multiple Sclerosis Society’s 
Greater Delaware chapter.

Years ago, Reed wouldn’t 
even consider racing.

“It started as ‘Oh, you 
wouldn’t do it,’ a dare, but now 
it’s my fourth year (racing),” 
said Reed, 43, of Robesonia.

Reed also has friends and 
family affected by multiple 
sclerosis, which made the 
races more meaningful.

The belt sander competi-
tion, a double-elimination 
drag race, is the only one of its 
kind, according to organizers 
and Bertie’s Inn owners Anne 
and Peter Thomas.

The idea came from a cus-
tomer when the Thomases 
bought Bertie’s Inn.

The couple was looking for 
a new fundraising idea, and 
the customer suggested rid-
ing belt sanders. The event 
has managed to stick for 26 
years, and Peter Thomas still 
isn’t sure how.

“It survived — I don’t know 
what to say,” Peter said. “Peo-
ple expect it, and we’re so for-
tunate that so many people 
have interest and volunteer 
their eff orts.”

One tenured racer, Amber 
Shubert, 33, of Boyertown 
has been riding for at least 10 
years and went undefeated 
one year. She went to Bertie’s 
for a drink one evening with a 
friend, and one guy at the bar 
said she looked like she’d be a 
good belt sander rider.

The avid thrill-seeker raced 
later that year and has been 
returning ever since.

“I get a lot of anxiety when 
racing, but you just go; you 
just go all out,” Shubert said. 

“There’s no slow or medium 
speed.”

For the organizers, the event 
seems to go even faster than 
the belt sanders each year.

“We compare this to plan-

ning our wedding every year, 
it’s that much work,” said Pe-
ter. “It’s the fastest day of the 
year; it fl ies by.”

All purchases of the day, 
whether T-shirt or food sales, 
go to the MS Society. Origi-
nally, the Thomases didn’t 
know anyone with MS but, 
through fundraising eff orts, 
have met many of the 15,000 
aff ected by the disease in the 
region.

“We didn’t know anyone,” 
Peter said. “We’re just doing 
it for the people.”

The amount of money 
raised Saturday was not avail-
able.
Contact Jillian Clemente: 610-371-
5019 or jclemente@readingeagle.com.

On your belt sanders, get set, go! Race raises funds for MS

Amber Shubert of Boyertown, left, races Taylor Matthews of 
Hamburg at Saturday’s belt sander race at Bertie’s Inn.
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Joanna Blessings of Fleetwood, right, races down the track as Carol Benjamin of Oley falls off  her 
sander at the 26th Annual Belt Sander Race at Bertie’s Inn in ExeterTownship on Saturday. All pro-
ceeds benefi t the National Multiple Sclerosis Society’s Greater Delaware chapter.

Dr. Sihelnik has been a practicing Urologist for thirty-three years. He started his career by serving in the Military. 
For the last twenty-one and a half years, he has been in private practice in Berks County. His dedicated service to his 

country, community, colleagues, staff and most importantly patients, is highly regarded and will be missed.

The care for his patients will be transferred to another provider in our practice. If there are any questions about the 
transition of care, patients can call our offi ce at (610) 372-8995 during normal business hours.
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The Center for Urologic Care of Berks County and
Berks Urologic Surgery Center

are announcing the retirement of

DR. STEPHEN A. SIHELNIK
Effective June 30, 2016.
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photos, interactive features, blogs and so much more.
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