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W
ilson swimmers, div-
ers and water polo 
players have felt 
like nomads during 

their district’s pool renovation.
It’s been a hectic season for 

the water polo teams, which 
used the pool at Green Valley 
Country Club through Sept. 
20.

“It’s been more of a challenge 
this season even though it’s 

‘home,’” said Tom Tracey, the 
varsity girls head coach. “Even 
though we don’t have our own 
(pool), we see other communi-
ties and neighboring districts 
step up and help us in our time 
of need.”

The same goes for the boys’ 
teams.

Junior varsity boys water polo 
coach Justin Raffauf said the 
toughest part was “trying to 
keep everyone focused. Every-
one had to be ready for change, 
like the weather.”

“Green Valley has been very 
accommodating,” said Adam 
Filer, the varsity boys water 
polo coach. 

The logistics of getting to the 
pool and back for weight train-
ing didn’t always go too smooth-
ly, according to Susan Ruth, the 
girls’ JV water polo coach. 

“The weightlifting is at Wilson, 
so it made it more challenging 
because we were usually at the 
pool then go straight to weight-
lifting. We had to plan better,” 
she said.

The players had a variety of 
ways to get to practice, coaches 
said.

“For out-of-district (practices), 
we have to take a bus,” Raff auf 
said. “For Green Valley, there 
was an activity bus, but kids can 
drive themselves.”

If the weather didn’t cooper-
ate, the teams had to practice at 
a diff erent pool. And, since they 
are done with outdoor practices, 
the team has to shuffl  e around 
to a variety of pools in the dis-
trict now.

“We’re practicing at Muhlen-
berg, Gov. Miffl  in, and Schuylkill 
Valley,” Filer said.

Plus, the Beast of the East 
tournament, which Wilson 
usually hosts, will be played at 
Schuylkill Valley but still techni-
cally hosted by Wilson, accord-
ing to Filer.

But playing outside wasn’t
really all that bad for most play-
ers.

“I don’t mind being outside,” 
said Kate Skiptunas, a senior 
at Wilson. “The air quality was 
better. It’s not that bad; it’s just 
cold.”

The water was actually so cold 
one night — 69 degrees — that a 
game had to be cancelled. The 
pool had to be 72 degrees to play 
a game but players were permit-
ted to practice in colder water 
for 15-minute intervals. Players 
sipped hot chocolate to 
keep warm.

A  b i g  p l u s 
was that they 
were the tan-
nest team in 
the league 
because no 
other teams 
were in the 
sun as fre-
quently as 
they were, 
accord-

ing to Ruth.
Ultimately, the team really 

didn’t have too many issues 
without a home pool.

“Because of the great parents,” 
Ruth said, “they made this feel 
like home with the posters, ban-
ners and consessions. Green 
Valley was welcoming and I felt 
comfortable and good. The team 
made it feel like home.”

“The team is definitely a lot 
closer and willing to work hard,” 
said Alyssa Mikes, a senior at 
Wilson and a captain of the girls 
team. “We’re much stronger 
and don’t want to complain as 
much.”

“The girls are playing 
a lot smarter than they 
ever have,” Tracey said. 

“I think it’s one reason 
we’re stronger this 
year as a team.”

But in the end, everyone 
thinks the new pool is worth 
the wait.

“It’s been a long time coming 
for the aquatic programs — wa-
ter polo, swimming and diving,” 
said Tracey.

“I think it’s increasingly hard 
to compete with school districts 
that had bigger pools. States are 
played in an all-deep pool and 
ours was a shallow-deep pool,” 
Ruth said.

“I think we’ve needed a new 
pool for a while, but it stinks we 
can’t use it,” said Alyssa.

But until the season ends, the 
players will keep repeating 

their mantra: “No pool, 
no problem.”

Wilson aquatics teams 
cope with being nomads 
during pool renovation
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Wilson’s 
Ashley 
Wilson con-
trols the ball 
in front of 
Gov. Miffl  in’s 
Lexie Said-
man dur-
ing a Sept. 12 
match. Wil-
son won 8-4.
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Wilson seniors Ashley Wil-
son, left, and Maggie Durning 
practice at Green Valley Coun-
try Club in September. The wa-
ter was chilly, so they sipped hot 
chocolate to stay warm. 


