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Respond by e-mail to this future hot question:

Other
responses

“I text more 
in the sum-

mer because 
there are more 

people to 
talk to.”

Trey Armistead
2011 graduate, Wilson

“Yes, because 
there’s more 

free time.”
Katie King

Senior, Berks Christian

“Yes, because it 
just gives 

you something 
to do.”

Erica Kurtz
Senior, Exeter

“Yes, because 
I have more 

time to do it.”
Jamie Hubert

Junior, Exeter

“No, I text the 
same amount 
all year long.”

Lulu French
Sophomore, 

home-schooled

If you could buy only one thing for school, what would it be?

voices@readingeagle.com

Hot Question: Do you text more in the summer?

Opinion

By Jillian Clemente
Sophomore, Wilson

Back in the 1930s, fi ve thou-
sand acres were purchased 
with the money from hunting 
licenses to start and maintain 
Middle Creek Wildlife Man-
agement Area. This is a beau-
tiful area where you can watch 
birds, go on guided hunts, fi sh, 
hike and do many other ac-
tivities with your family. It is 
only a 30- to 40 minute-drive 
from Reading and admission 
is free.

We are very lucky to have 
this resource so close to us be-
cause it is one of two wildlife 

reservations in Pennsylvania. 
The other is in Erie.

About 40 years after it 
opened, the Game Commis-
sion added a Visitors Center, 
creating a whole new world 
for people to learn about 
wildlife and how to preserve 
it. Its hours of operation are 
from March 1 to Nov. 30, from 
8 a.m. to 4 p.m., Tuesday 
through Saturday, and from 
noon to 5 p.m. on Sunday.

People can learn about all 
types of wildlife. Thousands 
of migrating snow geese mi-
grate through Middle Creek 
around February or March, 
and it is a very cool sight to 
see. Some other animals to 
be seen include Canada geese, 
which also migrate; along with 
deer, fi sh, rabbits, pheasants 
and other animals common 
to Pennsylvania.

Also, there are shows about 
songbirds, raptors, waterfowl; 
and artwork to see, all at no 
cost. Recently I went to the art 
show, which usually runs the 
fi rst weekend in August. This 
year it was held Aug. 5-7.

This art show includes art-
ists from all around Pennsyl-
vania who are selling their 
artwork. The prices range 

from $5 to about $3,000. It has 
been going on for the past 26 
years, and for the past three 
years I have been attending 
with my father. We go just to 
look in awe at what some of 
the artists can do. Each artist 
has his or her own style and it 
is nice to compare styles. You 
can even talk to the artists! It 
is a very cool experience to 
talk with them because the 
artists enjoy telling others 
about their paintings. One art-
ist who paints exceptional pic-
tures my dad and I both love 
is Jack Paluh. We talk to him 
every year, normally swap-
ping hunting stories and talk-

ing about the science behind 
painting. Richard Summons 
is another artist who lives in 
Sinking Spring. He creates 
molds on plaster of pictures 
of animals then coats these 
molds with various materials, 
including bronze and marble. 
Summons explained how he 
creates the molds, then coats 
them with the material he’s 
using.

These are only a few of the 
many artists who have their 
beautiful artwork on dis-
play.

If you would like to learn 
more about Middle Creek, 
go to pgc.state.pa.us, scroll 

under “education” and click 
on the Visitors Center link. 
To fi nd out more information 

on Paluh, visit jackpaluh.com. 
For more about Summons, go 
to summonssculpture.com.

Memorable 
immersion in 
Middle Creek’s 
bounty
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Visitors Center at Middle Creek Wildlife Management Area.
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Jack Paluh is a wildlife artist who sold his works at the art show 
at Middle Creek Wildlife Management Area in August.

Animals and artwork

By Jessie Hornberger
2011 graduate, Conrad Weiser

I’m not someone who 
watches a whole lot of TV but 
when I do, there are certain 
commercials that are end-
lessly played. I constantly see 
commercials for online dating 
sites including Match.com, 
Chemistry.com and eHar-
mony.com.

I realize these commercials 
aren’t meant to catch the eyes 
of teenagers because the web-

sites are a way for adults, who 
haven’t met a partner in their 
everyday lives, to make a con-
nection with someone online. 
However, the commercials 
made me think about the In-
ternet and how it has been af-
fecting the lives of teenagers.

Young people spend a lot 
of time on the computer and, 
more and more, the Internet 
is becoming their primary 

source of information. Pub-
lic school students use it to 
complete school assignments 
and many students don’t have 
to leave their homes to get an 
education if they use cyber-
schooling programs.

Who’s to say that the Inter-
net won’t soon be the primary 
source of socializing? After 
all, there are social network-
ing sites like Facebook that 

are becoming more and more 
popular so teens don’t have to 
meet their peers face-to-face. 
Pretty soon it won’t just be 
the adult population seeking 
partners on Match.com and 
other online dating sites; it 
will be teenagers.

I’m afraid that cyber-
schooling and social network-
ing sites will compromise the 
social skills of young people. 
There are many benefits to 
using these Internet sources, 
but there are too many oppor-

tunities for immature teens 
to abuse them. Learning and 
socializing are important, and 
I don’t believe that students 
build up these life skills by sit-
ting in front of a computer all 
day. Human interaction is the 
key to education and building 
lifelong relationships. Perhaps 
these sites are a good founda-
tion for learning and social-
ization, but they need to be 
enforced by face-to-face and 
hands-on experiences with 
other people.

Are teens destined to fi nd partners on eHarmony?

“Yes, because 
when I’m 
bored I’ll 
just text.”

Karina Caceres
Freshman, Muhlenberg

“Yes, because 
when I’m at 
home I have 

nothing to do.”
Amanda Joseph

Freshman, Muhlenberg 

“It’s about average. 
If I were in school 

I’d text just 
as much.”

Brandon Hernandez
2011 Graduate, Wilson

“I text more in 
the summer. 

When I was in 
school, I kept 
my phone in 
my locker.”

Allison Simmons
2010 graduate, Wilson

“No, I text about 
the same all year.”

Madison Lutz
Freshman, Wyomissing


