
re
a

d
in

g
e

a
g

le
.c

o
m

/v
o

ic
e

s
 

RE
A

D
IN

G
 E

AG
LE

, R
EA

D
IN

G
, P

A
.

14

T
U

E
S

D
A

Y
, S

EP
TE

M
BE

R 
24

, 2
01

3
Pluggin’ in

Jillian Clemente
Voices intern

Senior, Wilson

D
own in West Mon-
roe, La., lives a hard-
working, tight-knit, 
redneck family.

What sets this family apart 
from all the other families with 
similar attributes (besides their 
well-trimmed beards) is that 
they run a multimillion-dollar 
duck call company called Duck 
Commander Duck Call.

Meet the Robertsons, the stars 
of A&E’s “Duck Dynasty.”

If you haven’t heard of the 
show or seen their beards, it’s a 
reality program that highlights 
the Robertsons’ daily lives and 
hijinks as rednecks and busi-
nesspeople.

The show’s fourth season pre-
miere was the most viewed in 
nonfiction cable history, with 
a whopping 11.8 million view-
ers, according to published re-
ports.

Phil Robertson, married to 
“Miss Kay” and father of Duck 
Commander’s CEO Willie and 
his brothers Jase, Jep and Alan, 
created Duck Commander Duck 
Call way back in 1973 and hand-
made every call in a shed in his 
backyard.

Phil could’ve been an NFL 
quarterback for the Washing-
ton Redskins, but turned down 
the off er because football season 
interfered with duck season, ac-
cording to aetv.com.

Instead, he raised his kooky 
family with his wife of 49 years 
(they married when they were 
16) and then gave the company 
to Willie.

And today, Willie, with his 
wife, Korie, runs the company 
and still hand-makes all the calls, 
along with some help from his 
family and friends, of course.

The show mainly highlights 
Phil, Willie, Jase and Phil’s 
brother Uncle Si, a lovable Viet-
nam veteran. Jep is also shown 
in many episodes and Alan is the 
only brother who does not sport 
the family’s signature beard.

Jase is in charge of the pro-
duction team of the calls, which 
includes Jep, Uncle Si, and fam-
ily friends Martin and Godwin.

Each episode goes through 
one or two events of the day, in-
cluding but not limited to: Phil 
taking his grandchildren fi shing 
or to go blow up a beaver dam; 
Willie taking his daughter’s boy-
friend on a hunting trip with 
Jase; late-night frog hunting at 
a private golf club; and prepar-
ing Martin for a date with his 
now-girlfriend Brittany.

This show gets viewers bel-
ly-laughing constantly, and it’s 
even funnier because they ac-
tually do all of these actions in 
real life.

But by the end of every show, 
the entire family eats dinner to-
gether after Phil or Willie says a 

Watching Louisiana’s 
Robertson clan on 
‘Duck Dynasty’ not 
just for hunters

Kay and Phil Robertson star in 
“Duck Dynasty” Wednesdays on 
A&E. 

Heads up
prayer, thanking God for anoth-
er great day on planet Earth. So 
despite whatever issue they’ve 
had as a family that day, by the 
end all wrongs are forgiven.

Even though they’re this fa-
mous with their T-shirt lines 
and books and such, they’re 
still big-hearted, unspoiled, 
down-to-Earth, family-oriented 
Christians, according to  pub-
lished reports. There’s no stu-
pid or fake drama, they don’t 
cuss, and they openly talk about 
their faith in Jesus Christ. Plus, 
they’re hilarious.

Ally Snedeker, a freshman at 
Conrad Weiser, said, “I like the 
show because it’s a real show 
and they love God. It’s clean hu-
mor and it’s funny.

“Uncle Si is so funny. He re-
minds me of myself if I were an 
old man.”

Ally and I started watching 
the show at the suggestion of 
our youth pastor, the Rev. Matt 
Hill of Community Evangelical 
Church. But Hill’s appreciation 
for the Robertson family came 
long before “Duck Dynasty” 
came along.

“I originally started watching 
the show because of the hunting 
portion of it,” he said. “I knew 
about their faith and connection 
to their church because I’ve seen 
(their original show) ‘Duck 
Commander’ on Outdoor 
Channel. I knew what they 
did in the outdoor indus-
try and was curious as 
to what it’d (the new 
show) be about.”

He fell in love with it for many 
reasons.

“It’s hilarious and it’s a good, 
clean, family show, unlike other 
reality shows that use explicit 
language,” Hill said. “I can watch 
it with my kids.”

Stephanie Sowers, a senior at 
Wilson, said, “I like the whole 
concept behind (the show). It’s 
hilarious and all can relate to 
it — their family’s crazy!”

Uncle Si is Laura Dietrich’s 
favorite character.

“He does the funniest things!” 
said Laura, a junior at Wilson. 

“It’s really funny and I like all 
the characters.”

Hill’s favorite is Jase.
“I like his dry sense of humor,” 

he said. “He’s hysterical! But he’s 
made different videos of him 
about being a Godly father and 
husband and I was really im-
pressed by that.”

But the best aspect of it all is 
the family-oriented part.

Hill said, “It shows a normal 
American family with faith 
in God that are willing to live 
normal, respectable lives. Even 
people that don’t have faith can 
see how a family that’s based on 
faith should live and can come 
together and still love each 
other.”

Willie Robertson of 
Duck Dynasty.


