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Opinion

Jillian Clemente
Voices intern

Senior, Wilson

M
ost high school 
graduates are going 
off  to college, some 
local and others far 

away, even internationally. May-
be some are going to the work-
force or the military, but either 
way, graduates are cutting the 
umbilical cord and are learning 
to become independent. But they 
shouldn’t stray too far from the 
ones who have raised them for 
the past 17 years, whether it be 
parents, grandparents, guardians 
or Uncle Steve. Some choose to 
keep in touch while others re-
ceive more calls than they can 
dial out. But why stay in contact if 
you’ve got scholarships, fi nancial 
aid and all the salt (I mean Ra-

men) your body can handle?
My sister, Jessica Clemente, a 

2008 graduate of Wilson, stayed 
in contact with our parents sim-
ply because she loves them.

“They’re a great support sys-
tem especially when you start 
out since you don’t know anyone 
and don’t know who you can trust 
right away,” she said.

“If you have a good relationship 
with them, they’re there to help you 
go through a big transition in your 
life because it’s probably the fi rst 
time you’re living on your own.”

My brother, Jonathan Clem-
ente, a 2012 graduate of Wilson, 
had similar views.

He calls home for moral and 
emotional support.

“My loved ones help keep me 
focused on priorities like school 
work and I’m reminded to have 
fun as well,” he said. “I need to 
repay them with good grades and 
a phone call here and there to let 
them know I’m safe.”

Jessica said, “It’s cool to have 
someone excited for your life ex-
periences, even if it’s as simple as 

‘I don’t have a test!’ Most of the 
time, your parents know you bet-

ter than yourself, so talk to them 
to help you or to be able to vent 
every once in awhile,” she said.

During Jonathan’s fi rst year as 
a college man, he noticed some-
thing.

“The answer to the question (of 
meaningfulness) changes over 
time because 10 minutes after 
they leave it hits you, like ‘Whoa, 
I’m on my own,’ “ he said. “But as 
time progresses you learn that 
you have to eventually spread 
your wings and fl y. You need to 
get away from relying on your 
parents by showing them that 
you can support yourself no only 
with good grades but by dealing 
with peer pressure and making 
the right choices,” he said.

Staying in touch with parents 
“really keeps you grounded and 
reminds you who you are,” my 
brother said. And if you have a 
better relationship with your 
grandparents or a neighbor, keep 
in touch with them.

“It does help a lot,” he said.
Maria Jiang, also a 2012 grad-

uate of Wilson, said keeping in 
contact with her parents helped 
her through some rough spots.

“With tests and projects and ex-
tracurriculars, I often forget to keep 
in contact with my parents,” Maria 
said. “Just the plain running around 
day to day keeps me busy enough 
that I forget everything exists out-
side of the bubble,” she said.

“After going to summer pro-
grams every year, I thought I’d 
be fine living on my own. But 
nothing would prepare me for 
the complete social anarchy that 
is the college experience. That 
was difficult. And at that point 
and others, it’s nice to hear your 
mother say, ‘Hey, you know we’ll 
be here. To almost forever, you 
know that? We love you.’”

She normally doesn’t initiate 
the phone calls but makes a point 
to try.

“I realize with age that ‘hello’ 
matters. My time with (my par-
ents) matters,” Maria said.

Sarah Skorpinski, a 2013 gradu-
ate of Schuylkill Valley, sees these 
benefi ts before she heads off  to 
school and said, “I plan on keep-
ing in touch so my parents can 
come and visit campus and enjoy 
the benefi ts of having a daughter 
at culinary school!”

‘Hey, you know we’ll be here’
from a parent is music to college students’ ears

Sarah Gow
Senior, Kutztown

M
ost people might 
recognize the name 
Che Guevara as a 
person who stands 

for a symbol of counterculture. 
His name can be seen on every-
thing from tattoos to T-shirts, but 
I think it’s scary that our society 
idolizes a man whom it barely 
knows. Guevarra might be a sym-
bol for counterculture, but hear-
ing about the things he stood for, 

you might be shocked.
The Spanish teacher at Kutz-

town High School, Marta Schunk, 
addressed this issue one day in 
Spanish class last year when she 
talked about how she had seen 
Guevara’s image on someone as 
a tattoo. 

Personally, I had never given 
it much thought. I don’t own 
anything with his image, but I 
just passed him off  as probably 
someone who led a revolution, 
or something like that.

Schunk went on to describe 
how the use of this image is some-
thing to think about. Guevara was 
not just a revolutionary but as-
sisted in the killing of hundreds of 
people by fi ring squad for reasons 
ranging from people’s positions 
in the previous governmental 
regime to people who disagreed 

with him. He is even known to 
have persecuted homosexuals.

After my own research, I found 
that Guevara also supported the 
dropping of atomic bombs on the 
U.S. during the Cuban Missile cri-
sis in the 1960s.

I asked Kutztown senior Jade 
Hensinger, also a member of my 
Spanish 5 class last year, how 
she reacted toward the subject 
and she said, “I always liked how 
Señora brought up culture, so it 
was interesting because I never 
really knew who he (Che Gue-
vara) was.”

Kutztown senior Victoria Rob-
inson’s mother is from Cuba.

“I have family from Cuba and 
still in Cuba,” Victoria said. 

“Some relatives were even killed 
under Che Guevara. I don’t un-
derstand how can you wear a 

shirt or article of clothing with-
out knowing what it represents. 
When I see someone wearing 
that it just makes me think that 
person is ignorant. I’m really glad 
Señora brought that up in class.” 

So next time you see an image, 
make sure you research what it 
stands for. Counterculture isn’t 
always as cool as it seems. 

Investigate counterculture fi gures before wearing their image


